JAVANESE,   TONKINESE,   WHITE   MEN	SB
that this contract, signed between the government and Hig-
ginson, laid the basis for much future trouble, and was the
prime reason for the present undeveloped state of the colony.
As the colony developed, and the exploitation of nickel
and copper mines commenced, the labour of the deportees
was found insufficient. Partly because of the growth and
militancy of trade union movements in Europe towards the
end of the 19th century, and the fear of the mine owners
that the introduction of free, white labour would lead to-
labour troubles in the colony, European labourers were not
encouraged to emigrate. On the other hand white settlers
were not much attracted to the island, because of the stigma
attached to a convict colony, and the frequent native revolts-
The powerful international Societe le Nickel, incorporated
with Nickel Mond of Canada and the International Nickel
Corporation, obtained control over most of the nickel deposits-
first discovered—but was without labour to exploit them. At
about this time—the early 1890!s—Japan was encouraging
her people to emigrate, especially to the Pacific and South
Sea regions.
The Nickel Conipany decided to make the daring experi-
ment of importing Japanese labourers to work in the mines.
On January 2nd, 1892, the first boatload of Japanese left
Nagasaki for Noumea—tinder contract to work for the
Societe le Nickel. Within 20 years there were 2,500 on the
island. Compared with the deportees, who had no incentive
to work, the Japanese were industrious, reliable and tem-
perate. With the thrift and energy of their race, the Japanese
didn't long remain indentured labourers, however.
When their five years' contract was finished^ most of them
stayed on the island as free labourers or small independent
business, men, and the mine owners had to find new .sources
of labour supply. Once again the opportunity of turning
New Caledonia into a first class, progressive colony with
European workers and modern equipment was lost, and
labour was recruited in Java and Indo-China. ,
To-day there are between 7,000 and 8,000 indentured
.Javanese and Tonkinese labourers in New Caledonia.. The

